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Greetings AFCEANs,  

Join us for our next big event on Thursday March 14th, 2018, at the Saber & Quill 
11:30-12:30pm. SAIC is sponsoring this event and our special guest speaker is Dr. 
Collins, of SAIC. Dr. Collins is recognized as the technical expert and resource in 
specialized engineering and data analytics areas; specifically, systems engineering, 
data science, advanced analytics, high performance computing, and artificial 
intelligence. Dr. Collins is an experienced innovator and exercises wide autonomy, 
creativity, and latitude in continuously improving SAIC offerings to make them 
better, cheaper, faster, more efficient, repeatable, and more mature. She interfaces 
with the vendor community, including SAIC’s strategic allies, to research emerging 
technologies and recommend alterations and enhancements to improve quality of 
products, services, and procedures. Through conferences and demonstrations, she 
educates customers on new technologies, internal R&D, and solutions that SAIC 
can bring to bear for their benefit. She creates and directs activities of teams of 
technical personnel to perform complex engineering activities and deliver high-
level productivity, efficiency, and change. Dr. Collins combines authority in 
engineering, strong interpersonal and negotiation skills, and collaborative team-
building to implement organizational change and drive forward performance.  
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Many volunteer 

opportunities are 

available which 

will accentuate 

your professional 

development and 

leadership 

experience. 

For more 

information, 

contact me 

at: 

ceachapters.org 

 
 

President’s Message 

 
 

 

Michael Tague, President

  

Greetings AFCEANS! 
 

 

Welcome! to another great year of AFCEA!  
 

Since our founding in 2011, the AFCEA Gold Vault 
Chapter has been getting better and better each year. Really, last 
year was just amazing! We had several major events, several minor 
events – really events everywhere! We even had the Lt Governor 
come speak at an event! 
I want to thank all the members of the Executive Committee – 
volunteers all – who made this possible. 
I want to thank our former President Miguel Rivera of SAIC for 
doing a great job leading us to new heights. I hope to follow in his 
example. And while I am at it, I also want to thank another 
previous president Bill Heidenreich for getting me involved in 
AFCEA in the first place.  
 

 
We are looking for a few good and men (and women!) (I might 
have borrowed that) to be all that you can be (sigh, that also).  
 
I want to be the President that gets YOU involved in AFCEA. 
 
We need people for the following roles: 
V.P. Programs 
V.P. Women in AFCEA 
Meetings Committee  
Our Young AFCEA, our Women in AFCEA program, and our 
main programs have all been on fire and I Want YOU (still 
borrowing) to help take that to the next level. 
Email me, call me, get involved – you won’t regret it, you can 
make a difference! 
 
Michael Tague, President. President@ftknox.afceachapters.org 
502-387-6800 

 

mailto:President@ftknox.afceachapters.org
mailto:President@ftknox.afceachapters.org
mailto:President@ftknox.afceachapters.org
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Upcoming Awards and Deadlines 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Awards and Deadlines 

Nominate a candidate, chapter or organization via 
https://www.afcea.org/awards/awardlist.cfm 

 
Deadline for nominations is midnight EST on Sunday, March 17, 2019 

 
Through its annual awards program, AFCEA International recognizes the 
outstanding contributions of individuals in the communications, electronics, 
intelligence and information technology disciplines. In addition, chapters are 
recognized for their outstanding support to the association. 

 
Nominations are still open for the following six TECHNICAL awards: 

 
Distinguished Award For Excellence in Engineering; 
Meritorious Rising Star Award for Achievement in Engineering; 
Exceptional Contribution to STEM Education Award; 
Technology Innovation Award; 
Distinguished Award for Excellence in Information Technology; 
Meritorious Rising Star Award for Achievement in Information 
Technology. 

 
 

Submit your nominations today via 
https://www.afcea.org/awards/awardlist.cfm 

Deadline is midnight Eastern on Sunday, March 17, 2019 

https://www.afcea.org/awards/awardlist.cfm
https://www.afcea.org/awards/awardlist.cfm
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Gold Vault Members Visit San Diego 

 
 

Two of our Fort Knox Gold Vault AFCEA Executive Committee leaders, Kathryn 
Thompson and Derek Massey, received an awesome opportunity to attend the WEST 2019 
conference in San Diego, CA in February.  WEST 2019 kicked off with a Town Hall Meeting 
followed by a Business Meeting where the focus was Chapter Best Practices. Talks of rebranding 
AFCEA were discussed along with other types of marketing ideas. Presentations were brought to 
us by Regional Vice Presidents, Chapters and Young AFCEAN Leadership. Selected chapters 
spoke on best practices that have helped their chapters to success.  

 
Derek Massey was honored and presented with the Emerging Leader Award, the Model 

Young AFCEAN Program, and Young AFCEAN Chapter Award! On Thursday night the 
Women’s Appreciation Event featured a fireside chat with senior leaders on challenges and 
successes experienced throughout their distinguished careers. The evening was moderated by 
DeEtte Gray and featured VADM Nancy Norton, USN and LtGen Lori Reynolds, USMC.  

 
Kathryn’s takeaway from attending the meeting at the conference is, “our small chapter is 

just as great as the larger chapters. However, we lack members from our sponsors. The Fort Knox 
Chapter is different from other chapters in that we are located on a military base. We don’t have as 
many opportunities to include outside businesses. I think we should focus on recruiting more IT 
professionals and invite military professionals in cyber security/IT. Our chapter can increase 
attendance by awarding members and employees at every possible event we hold and to offer 
more professional development. It's great to meet and learn from others in AFCEA from across 
the country and from around the world. I'm looking forward to attending again!”  
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2019 Annual Lift Off Scholarship 
 

Annual LiftOff! Scholarship application window is open until March 31st! 
 

The Scholarship committee needs members to evaluate applications! 
 

This chapter has given out over $60,000 worth of scholarships to students headed to college to 
major in a STEM discipline. Last year, we gave five $2000 LiftOff! Scholarships to local area 
students.  We plan a great 2019 year and will need several members to commit to evaluating the 
scholarship applications in the last half of April. 

 
The timeline:   
March 1 - March 31, collect applications. 
April 1 -15, VP assembles scholarship evaluation packets. 
April 15 - 28, Scholarship committee evaluates the applications and ranks them by merit. 
May 15: Applicants are notified of final results. 

 
During his tenure the previous Scholarship VP, Richard Roda, improved and streamlined both 
the submission and the evaluation processes.  Last year I spent one Sunday afternoon doing 
evaluations and then I was done.  The Scholarship program is an important and well-publicized 
function of the Fort Knox chapter.  Please help us represent in April. 
 
To be on the scholarship committee contact: maurazebra@gmail.com 

 

To download a copy of the application and apply follow the link: 
https://ftknox.afceachapters.org/Gold_Vault_Lift_Off_Scholarship 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ftknox.afceachapters.org/Gold_Vault_Lift_Off_Scholarship
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Young AFCEAN 2019 Message 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                        

 

 

Hello Young AFCEANS, 
 
Welcome to 2019!  We have an exciting year ahead, this 
year we aim to increase our presence.  This year we're 
going to create more socials.  From April to July we plan 
on meeting once a month for social events such as 
bowling, basketball or anything else that someone has in 
mind.  We will also have our Lunch & Learn sessions this 
year, most likely in May, July & November.  Stay tuned 
for the exact dates and times coming soon. Learn more 
about our Chapter at our website: 
ftknox.afceachapters.org 
. Also, check out our chapter Twitter, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn. 
 

-Derek Massey, VP Young AFCEAN Affairs 
youngafcean@ftknox.afceachapters.org 
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Women in AFCEA 
 

 
 
2019 is already shaping up to be an exciting year for the Women in AFCEA  
Gold Vault Chapter! You are invited to join us for our two scheduled events  
for Thursday May 16th and Thursday October 3rd!  
 

Women in AFCEA offers resources to help women, and men, advance their careers through 
leadership development, education, and networking events. 
My goal this year is to recognize emerging and established women in Fort Knox! If you have a 
colleague who has done outstanding things in the area of IT and in the community, please  
contact me to have her recognized for her contributions at our events! 

 
 
 
Contact me at vpwomen@ftknox.afceachapters.org 
If you are not actively involved or have not joined AFCEA, this is  
your year! 
For additional information please visit our website at 
ftknoxafceachapters.org  
Connect and engage with us on your favorite social platform. 
JOIN our LinkedIN Group 
LIKE us on Facebook 
FOLLOW us on Twitter 
 

mailto:vpwomen@ftknox.afceachapters.org
https://ftknox.afceachapters.org/
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Garner 
Mr. Carlos Medina Mr. 
Edwin Allin 

Chapter President: 
Mr. Michael Tague 

 

Education 
is an AFCEA core value. 
The Association, in 
partnership with the 

 

2019 Chapter Leadership 

AFCEA Educational 
Foundation, Chapters and 
Members worldwide, 
presents $1.5 million 
annually in scholarships, 
grants and awards to 
students in the science and 
technology majors as well 
as those fields related to 
intelligence and homeland 
security.  

Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board: 
Martin Harbolt 
Vice Chairman of the 
Board: 
Mark Thompson 
Directors at Large: 
COL Roberto Castillo  
SGM Camie Rodgers 
Mr. Marvin Barker 
Mr. Richard Garner 
Mr. Carlos Medina 
Mr. Edwin Allin 
Mr. Ronnie Creech  

 
 
 
 

 

                                            
 

Executive Committee 
President: Mr. Miguel Rivera 
Executive Vice President: 
Ms. Kathryn Thompson 
Treasurer: Mr. John Miller 
Secretary: 
Richard Roda 
Vice President, Awards: 

Mr. Mark Hillberry 
Vice President, Communications: 
Ms. Breeona Zachary 
Vice President, Membership: 
Ms. Karen Barry 
Vice President, Operations: 
Mr. Dominic Ledbetter 
Vice President, Programs  
Mr. Michael Tague  
Vice President, Scholarships: 
Ms. Maura Enright 
Vice President, Women in AFCEA: 
Ms. Kathryn Thompson 
Vice President, Young AFCEAN 
Affairs: Mr. Derek Massey 
Webmaster: Mr. Richard Roda 
Photographer: Ms. Breeona 
Zachary 

 

    

From AFCEA 

International 

See AFCEA International events 

on the afcea.org events tab. 

AFCEA is a professional 

association that connects 

innovative people, great ideas 

and vital solutions to advance 

global security. 

 

We do that by developing 

networking and educational 

opportunities and providing 

them in an ethical forum. 

This enables military, 

government, industry and 

academia to align technology 

and strategy to meet the needs 

of those who serve. 

mailto:%20treasurer@ftknox.afceachapter.org
mailto:%20secretary@ftknox.afceachapter.org
mailto:%20vpmembership@ftknox.afceachapter.org
mailto:%20operations@ftknox.afceachapter.org
mailto:%20youngafcean@ftknox.afceachapter.org
mailto:%20youngafcean@ftknox.afceachapter.org
https://www.afcea.org/site/?q=Events
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Connect with AFCEA 

For the latest information about AFCEA and the Chapter, visit us at: 

AFCEA Web site: afcea.org 

Chapter Web site and QR Code: 

https://ftknox.afceachapters.org/index.php 

Chapter Facebook page: 

Chapter 

Chapter Twitter feed 

Chapter LinkedIn page 

 
 

 

About Us: AFCEA can bridge the gap between    

government, industry, and academia by exploring relevant, 
common issues and sharing knowledge within the local IT 
community. 

 
We are looking for dynamic presentations showcasing successful 
and proven practices in Software Development, Project 
Management and Process Improvement. Whether you manage 
projects, architect software or manage processes, we want to hear 
from you. Submit a proposal for consideration to present at one of 
upcoming events. 
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Benefits of AFCEA 
Membership 

Professional Development 
Opportunities: We strive to create 
events such as the AFCEA Fort Knox 
Industry Day, and the Fort Knox 
Professional Development Day. There 
will be several sessions of interest to 
project managers, and software 
developers. 

 

Giving back to the local community 
by helping STEM students succeed- 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) Scholarships are 
awarded to teachers and students 
graduating from High School and 
enrolling in a college in a STEM 
discipline. 

 
Subscription to SIGNAL Magazine – 
A professional journal on 
communications, electronics, intelligence 
and information systems. 

 
Young AFCEAN Events – Short 
seminars offered on a quarterly basis 
geared for those less than or equal to 40 
years of age on topics of interest to 
developers. 

 
General Membership Meetings – 
These provide a sponsored lunch and a 
guest speaker who leads a discussion on 
a topic of interest with the Chapter 
membership. Normally, we have 3 per 
year. 

 

Networking – Access to an 
extensive network of government 
and industry professionals. 

http://www.afcea.org/
https://ftknox.afceachapters.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Afcea-Gold-Vault-Chapter/193661784007885
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Afcea-Gold-Vault-Chapter/193661784007885
https://twitter.com/AFCEAGoldVault
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/AFCEA-Fort-Knox-Gold-Vault-3831584?home&amp;gid=3831584&amp;trk=anet_ug_hm
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Welcome New Members 
and Renewing Members! 

 
 

SFC (Ret.)       Daniel Martin 

  PFC               Andrea Tharp 

     Taylor Everett 

         Catherine Goldsworthy 

     Davis Miller 

          Nancy Kotarski 
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If you are interested in volunteering, networking with area professionals, and contributing to the 
goals of the Gold Vault Chapter please contact our Officers, learn more at our website: 
ftknox.afceachapters.org 

http://ftknox.afceachapters.org/
http://ftknox.afceachapters.org/

